Organic Food Standard Fact Sheet

Production Process

The Codex Alimentarius Commission defines “Organic” as a labelling term that denotes products produced in accordance
with organic production standards, which aims at achieving optimal agroecosystems which are socially, ecologically and
economically sustainable, and certified by a duly constituted certification body or authorityl. While certification bodies
and authorities around the world all have their unique set of production standards, some key principles are established

across all:

Key principles of organic production standards®®

Agriculture

e Farmland should undergo a defined conversion period before the
harvest of an organic crop

e Soil fertility and biological activity should be preserved or increased
by environmental-friendly practices such as crop rotation, legume
nitrogen-fixing plant cultivation

e The use of synthetic fertilisers and pesticides should be avoided

Livestock

e Organic animals should be fed with organic feeds

e The use of growth promoters and synthetic amino acids are prohibited

e The use of antibiotics should be restricted to only when necessary for
disease management

Processing and Handling

e Products labeled as organic should have at least 95% certified organic

content
e The use of genetic engineering, hormones and ionizing irradiation

should be prohibited
e The use of additives and processing aids should be limited to those in

the approved lists

STOP & CHECK ! How to identify
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Find out from
WNSC HK:

Only certified products are allowed to be labelled as “Organic”!

Check if the product clearly specifies as ‘Certified organic’ or
on the label, or instead, does it list

vague claims conveying the brand’s marketing message?
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