Organic Food Standard Fact Sheet

Certification & Labelling

There is currently no established local law to regulate organic food standards, thus, food products sold and
labelled as “organic” should comply to the specific organic standards and be officially certified by a certification body.
In order to make informed choices of purchase, special attention to information on product labels is deemed necessary.

How to identify certified organic food products?*

Certified organic products must fulfill the below requirements:

e In compliance with established organic standards across all manufacturing stages from production, handling,

processing to marketing
e Passed inspection and granted with organic certification by acknowledged certification bodies or authorities

e Generally speaking, contain at least 95% organic ingredients by weight

Products made with organic ingredients are not equivalent to organic certified products:

e Some processed foods may be produced using both organic and non-organic ingredients
e These products can be labelled as “Made with Organic [ingredient]” or “[percentage] Organic”

Products labelled with vague claims are not considered as organic products:

e The marketing standards for organic products are also specific
e Any vague claims e.g. “Natural”, “Chemical Free”, “Zero Harm”, etc. should not be regarded as same as “Organic”

1! STOP & CHECK !!!

111 Only certified products are allowed to be labelled as “Organic” !!!

111 Check if the product is clearly specified as ‘Certified organic’ or
on the label, or on the contrary, rather listed with vague claims conveying the brand’s marketing message !!!

Examples of organic certification food products produced around the world**®

P EA &S Organic
(“China Organic Food Organic”)

European Union (EU) Organic

Canada Organic
Japan Agriculture Standards (JAS)

Hong Kong:“75 H¥EE 5
Note: There is currently no local regulation
on organic certification standards.
Examples of local certifying body includes
Hong Kong Organic Resource Centre
(HKORC) which follows The International
Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movements (IFOAM) standards.

United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Organic

Organico Argentina Y
“ : P
(“Argentina Organic”) . . . 4
% - Australian Certified Organic (ACO)
Check out examples of Organic certification logos from Hong Kong Centre for Food Safety:
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/tc_chi/programme/programme_of/programme_of.html|
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